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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 03504 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: NEXT STEPS 

REF: A) STATE 226445, B ) PRETORIA 5274 

1 . THE CONTACT GROUP MET PM SEPTEMBER 7 TO CONSIDER 
NEXT STEPS ON NAMIBIA IN LIGHT OF THE DEPARTURE THE 
PREVIOUS NIGHT OF SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOTHA AND BRAND FOURIE. THE GROUP AGREED THAT OUR 
CHANCES OF ACHIEVING A FINAL SETTLEMENT WOULD BE 
ENHANCED IF WE COULD PROVIDE THE SOUTH AFRICANS WITH 
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THE MOST SUBSTANTIVE POSSIBLE MEANS OF BACKING AWAY 
FROM THEIR OBJECTIONS TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S 
REPORT. WE RAISED THE IDEA (PROPOSED REFS A AND B) 

OF A LETTER FROM WALDHEIM TO BOTHA RESPONDING TO 
SOUTH AFRICA'S CONCERNS. IN ADDITION TO 
VARIATION OF THE IDEAS CITED REFTELS, PROPOSAL WOULD USE 
THE VEHICLE OF RESPONSE TO BOTHA TO ADDRESS THE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


FULL RANGE OF MAJOR ISSUES RAISED BY ALL THE PARTIES. 

THE GROUP WAS INTRIGUED BY THE IDEA AND FELT THAT A 
STATEMENT BY WALDHEIM OF THAT NATURE MIGHT WELL BE 
WHAT WAS NEEDED. ALL FELT THAT THE LETTER SHOULD BE 
WRITTEN WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WOULD BE MADE 
PUBLIC (IN BOTHA'S TRADITION) IMMEDIATELY UPON DELIVERY. 

2. A QUESTION WAS RAISED AS TO WHETHER AFRICANS AND 
SWAPO WOULD BE OFFENDED BY THE FACT THAT WALDHEIM'S 
VIEWS ON THESE CRITICAL ISSUES WERE BEING MADE KNOWN 
IN A LETTER TO BOTHA. THE SUGGESTION WAS MADE THAT 
THE LETTER MIGHT MORE APPROPRIATELY BE SENT TO THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT. TWO PROCEDURAL ALTERNATIVES 
WERE THEN CONSIDERED: (A) THE LETTER COULD BE SENT TO 
BOTHA AND THAT PORTION OF IT DEALING WITH AFRICAN 
CONCERNS (PRINCIPALLY REGISTRATION) COULD BE SENT 
SIMULTANEOUSLY TO SWAPO AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT; OR (B ) THE LETTER COULD BE ADDRESSED TO 

THE SC PRESIDENT WITH COPIES SENT SIMULTANEOUSLY TO 
BOTHA AND SWAPO. THE GROUP TOOK NO DECISION ON THIS 
PROCEDURAL QUESTION, BUT AGREED THAT A DRAFT LETTER 
SHOULD BE WRITTEN IMMEDIATELY. THE GROUP WILL MEET 
TO CONSIDER THE DRAFT AM SEPTEMBER 8 AND WILL 
RECONSIDER THE PROCEDURAL QUESTION THEN. 

3. AT WALDHEIM'S REQUEST THE FIVE HAD PREVIOUSLY 
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ARRANGED TO MEET WITH WALDHEIM TOMORROW AFTERNOON. 
WE HOPE TO SOLICIT HIS VIEWS WITH A DRAFT. OUR HOPE 
IS THAT THE LETTER COULD BE MADE PUBLIC ON SATURDAY 
IN TIME TO MAKE THE SUNDAY PAPERS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

YOUNG 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978USUNN03504 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780365-0458 
Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780985/aaaacsxk.tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fd1d1054-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 226445, 78 PRETORIA 5274 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1496523 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA: NEXT STEPS 
TAGS: PORG, SF, WA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fd1d1054-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



